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increase of 25 per cent, did not keep pace with the total increase in
sales (75 per cent.). On the other hand, tailoring and furnishing
sales had much greater rates of increase than the average, although
the outfitting department suffered the considerable decline of 25 per
cent. These figures seem to point to an increased patronage of the
society by men for buying clothes but a declining one by women.
Some important changes took place in the food departments. Fish,
greengroceries, and fruit were sold in 1921, but had been abandoned
by 1935- During this period, however, butchery and milk depart-
ments had been added and it is to these new undertakings that the
rise in total net sales was largely due, since between them they
brought in over £100,000 in the first half-year of 193 5. The success
of these departments may reasonably be linked up with the growth
in the population on the outskirts of Oxford, for two butchery
travelling vans were started in 1931 and milk is, of course, always
delivered, so that distance from the central or a local branch of the
society was not a hindrance to prospective customers. The evidence
for this conclusion is strengthened by the sudden increase (14 per
cent.) between 1935 and 1937 (first half-years in both cases) in net
sales in the grocery departments, for a grocery travelling van was
started in the summer of 193 5.
Shopping facilities in town and country.
When the geographical distribution of shops in the Area is studied,
here too are found the effects of the growing population. There
were only slight changes between 1921 and 1935 in the distribution
of shops1 as between Oxford, Abingdon, Woodstock, and the
villages. There was a small increase in the number of shops
found in villages relatively to the increase of those in Oxford
and Abingdon. Whereas rural shops increased by 29-5 per cent.
Oxford shops only increased by 12 per cent, and Abingdon
shops declined slightly in number. It does not appear, therefore,
as if the growing importance of Oxford as an industrial centre
has stolen trade from village retailers as a whole, despite the im-
provement in transport and delivery services from the city since
1921. The changing nature of Oxford and its environs has, however,
altered the distribution within the rural area. Shops in the vilkges
in the immediate neighbourhood of Oxford increased out of all pro-
portion to the increase in all village shops. If the growing villages
1 In the following paragraphs net totals are used, as the use of gross totals would
mean an underestimation of the importance of the vilkges owing to the ubiquity of the
general shop there.

